Open Doors, Open Minds, Open Hearts

Mark Your Calendar

Feb. 5 Women’s Ministry Annual
Chocolate Fund Raiser

Feb. 10-12 Women’s Retreat " - e

Feb. 20 Youth Inner Tubing at
Snoqualmie

Feb 20-24/ ITBS Winter Break Tﬁe CﬁOCO[ate .T und'
Feb. 22 Ash Wednesday Rai Sefr' i S Sund'ay’

Service @7p
Feb. 29 LEAP DAY! fe Erua;ry 5tﬁ
www.faithunited.org Before and after each service Chocolate

Treats will await you! Please create your
tasty temptations to donate and be suvre to
purchase something special for your
Valentine! All proceeds benefit Women'’s
Ministry scholarship fund.

A United Methodist Ministry|!.




February 2012

Faithfull Thoughts

Faith Notes

In January, I spoke of the need for the church to “change its attitude.” The thought originated
in a short quote from preacher/author Leonard Sweet. His premise was that the church is no
longer “mainstream” in the culture as a whole, and that we cannot assume that the world sees
the Christian faith as relative or important to them. The change of attitude is one from
complacent assumption of acceptance by the world, to an understanding that we must take on a
“missionary posture,” as Leonard Sweet called it.

Let me say a bit more about what that means to me. I think there is clearly some truth to what
he is saying. There has been enough of a shift in society over the past 50-60 years that the
church, once highly respected as an institution, is now seen by some as irrelevant or not
significant. I do not believe that is true, so how did the image shift so dramatically in the eyes
of so many? The answer is complex, I am sure, but I want to suggest that those who view the
church in a negative light simply are not aware of the ministry and missional impact the church
has on the community. That is true of the church in general and of Faith Church specifically. 1
think we do a lot of very good ministry in and for the families who worship here and who at-
tend the many wonderful events we present for the community. Our efforts at mission work
beyond our church walls have improved in recent years, tool If my assertion is correct, then it
is just a matter of us not getting the word out to our friends and neighbors. You have to really
like your church and the people there in order to be excited enough to share your enthusiasm
with others. We all need to work hard at building a church ministry that we serve and enjoy/
like enough to share with others. We simply need to tell others about our church. If you like
the music, the sermons, the children’s programming, the youth ministries, then tell others. Do
you know much about OUTLET? Learn more and then tell others about what I consider to be
some excellent classes and discussions. Do you understand the scope and reach of the Missions
Ministry Team of your church? There is plenty there to tell the world about with confidence.
And, in doing so, we are attempting to change their view of the church from irrelevant to
significant.  Lives are encouraged; those who grieve are comforted; lonely hearts find
companionship and fellowship; values for healthy, right living are taught here. We are the only
missionaries our local church has to send to this local community where we live.

Join me in this new year in becoming a bit more “missionary minded” as members of Faith
Church. We have a unique role in the Issaquah/Sammamish and surrounding areas. We
continue to push ourselves to improvement in matters of faith, hope and love. Keep it up.

And, Happy Valentine’s Day! You are all Sweethearts!!
See you Sunday. Rev. John A. Brewer
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Finance

You did it! Thank you so much. So what did you do?

You significantly closed our 2011 budget deficit gap by year-end. Last August, our
cumulative expenses exceeded our cumulative income by $37,863. By year-end, that deficit
was reduced to $12,595. How did you do it? Some kept or brought their pledge commit-
ments current, others donated stock and other assets, and still others increased their pledge
commitments. The month of December recorded over $70,000 in income which far
exceeded the prior 11 month average of $51,273. And our teams held expenses under
control as we ended the year with expenses 2% under budget. In addition, all of our appor-
tionment obligations were paid in full and we are current on our mortgage loan. Further-
more, we have maintained contingency reserves which amount to over 10% of next year’s
budget.

The Finance Team greatly appreciates the positive action you took to address our financial
position. I want you to know that our team will continue to foster a strong communicative
bond with you, either through Faith Notes, the bulletin or by posting results in the church
office, to clearly inform you, good, bad or indifferent, as to our financial position. We know
that you have always responded to our church’s needs and for that, we are blessed to have
such a great congregation.

We go into 2012 with a balanced budget that we believe is based upon realistic financial
expectations. We are very fortunate in that the amount of funds budgeted to each ministry
and support team will continue to provide excellent programs and allow us to manage the
church’s resources. We are excited about the wonderful activities planned for 2012 and look
torward to partnering with you once again in 2012. May God’s grace be with you all.

Bob Hughes, Finance Team Leader

Missions

Giving Tree

Faith had another successful year of touching needy
families in our greater community through the annual
Giving Tree. Headed by Bob and Nanci Vivian and
supported by Faith congregation members we were
able to supply gifts to 100 individuals through the
auspices of Pioneer Counseling Services (that replaced
our long-term association with Deaconess Children's
Services, which went out of service).  Pastor John
shows all of the wonderful gifts that were delivered to
the families.. THANK YOU!
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Special Events

Music to warm the
heart and soul!

FREE ADMISSION

Benefit Concert for Marianwood
’ the only nonprofit skilled nursing home

’ E on the Sammamish Plateau
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH — 7PM —

MARY QUEEN OF PEACE CATHOLIC CHURCH
* 1121 - 228TH AVENUE SE, SAMMAMISH

Featuring ‘
Master Chorus Eastside, Celebrating Their 21" Season |

. i ; PROVIDENCE
Kyle Kirshenman, Organist, Mary Queen of Peace * Marianwood
Sojourners

Our 55+ at heart group, the Sojourners,
invites you to our Valentine’s Luncheon on
Thursday, February 9th at 11:30 in the
Talbert Building. Please bring a side dish or
salad to share; lasagna, dessert and drinks
will be provided by your hostesses. Bring
your stories of how you met your partner
and photos that you would like to share!
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Women’s Ministry

%

Mark Your Calendars!

‘Women of Faith’s gth Annual Retreat
Proverbs 31- The Virtuous Woman
February 10 - 12, 2012 (7p Friday - Noon Sunday)
Lake Retreat Camp & Conference Center,
Ravensdale, WA (30 miles south of the church)

www.lakeretreat.org
Come and enjoy a relaxing retreat in a beautiful lake/forest setting, where your four
meals are provided, along with two nights lodging with wonderful company, small
groups, crafts, guest speaker and of course, lots of chocolate and goodies and games.
The cost is $155/person and scholarships are available. (Please bring your sleeping
bags, pillows and comfy clothes).
REGISTER TODAY
Come and grow closer to God and your sisters of Faith Church as you learn about
this virtuous’ woman written about centuries ago and how it effects our (ives today.
Friends and daughters (18yr and older) are welcome!

Faith Café-Wednesdays @ 9:30
Feb. 1 Special Bible Study
Feb 8 Kim Krumpler of Uniquely Savvy
Fe3b 15 Special Bible Study
Feb. 22 ISD on Winter Break
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In the Beginning Preschool & Mother’s Day Out

Happy Valentines Day and Welcome to the Lenten Season! Your preschool ministry has
just come off of an important month of registering for the 2012-2013 school year. We are so
humbled and grateful to have the kind of loyalty and dedication to our ministry as we do in our
current families, those alumni families and to our delight, Faith families. Thank you all so very
much!.

We will be celebrating and learning about the meaning of Saint Valentine, our Presidents,
and welcoming our local Community Helpers like the Fire Fighters towards the end of the
month to learn about fire safety. This month holds so many wonderful possibilities for our
students and we are so thankful to be able to engage, nurture, love and teach these young
children here at Faith.

After meeting over 60+ potential families who are looking for a Christian preschool for
their child, through tours, emails and telephone calls last month, I can tell you first hand, that
they went away with the same feeling that I have always felt about this community: it is a place
of worship, where the Word of God is alive and being shared by each member and is felt long
after Sunday Services are over with... We are looking ahead to a great 2012-2013 blessed school

e Blhe. .
beginning

Preschi¢l

Blessings and Love,

Kathryn, PAT and the ITBP/FMDO Staff

Outlet - Ash Wednesday Service

I

Outlet dinner/classes will NOT be |

available on Wednesday, February AS H

22, 2012. Please join us at 7:00p WEDNES DAY
for our Ash Wednesday Worship
Service.
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Children’s Ministry Highlights

Children in grades preschool—5th grades are invited fo join us for a mid-week program
designed to help kids build relationships with each other, have fun and share in their faith.
This is a great evening to bring your friends to.

Offering from The Point

Children in their Point classrooms have the opportunity to collect offering to purchase animals
for the Heifer Project. All offering collected from January—April will be used to purchase ani-
mals for hungry families around the world. Please encourage your child to participate each
week. For more information about the Heifer Project, please see http://www.heifer.org/

A Faith Family Outing to Castle Ice Arena in Renton
All Faith Families and friends are invited to join us for an afternoon of ice skating.
Sunday, February 12, 2012
1:00 P.M. - 3:30 P.M.

‘ Castle Ice Arena, Large Ice Rink
12620 164™ Ave SE Renton, WA
$7.00 per person, Faith United Methodist Group

Looking for a way to get involved?

Children’s Ministry has a variety of opportunities for individuals to share
their talents. Opportunities include:
Sunday school teachers or assistants
Assistants for Outlet on Wednesday evenings
Bulletin board creators
Please consider sharing your gifts with.ujs

| |
‘ ‘ For more information please contact: ‘ ‘
‘ Laura Scott Director of Children’s Ministry ‘
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Youth Ministry

Youth Calendar
Feb. 5: Super Bowl Party
Feb. 12: Murder Mystery Dinner
Feb: 19:  Movie Night: Tangled!
Feb. 20: Inner Tubing Trip at Snoqualmie
Mar. 2: Movie Night: Invisible Children
Mar.16-17: Youth retreat to Indianola

Inner Tubing Trip: February 20t P
On president’s day, February 20th, we will be taking a group up to go Inner | -
Tubing in Snoqualmie pass area. The group will meet up at church at 7:45am
and go over to have a fun filled morning of inner tubing. The group will
travel home by 1:30pm. See Nate, Wes Eason, or Michael Hand to sign up,
ot volunteer for this fun day.

Invisible Children: March 27d 7pm

No one should be invisible, especially hurting children. In Uganda, children are
kidnapped from their homes and forced to fight in a war for a rebel group. On March
2nd we will see the invisible and immerse ourselves into the struggle in Uganda. All
W families and ages are invited to come and witness. Witness to what God is doing to heal
this horrible situation and find out how we can participate in the Spirit’s actions.

For almost two months now, the youth have been studying Moses in Sunday School. One upcoming
lesson is about the Golden Calf, a story that is widely known but not commonly applied to modern-day life. For
those who don’t know, by the time of this story, the Israclites had escaped Egypt and Moses was on top of
Mount Sinai receiving the commandments from the Lord. While Moses was gone, the Israclites below felt they
needed something new to worship and so, they constructed a golden figure in the shape of a calf and worshiped
1t.

Most people laugh when they hear this story summarized for them. “They worshiped a calf that they
made? How ridiculous!” It’s true, the story is ridiculous. And yet, how often do we do this very same thing in
our own lives? Maybe we don’t make random pieces of art to worship but maybe we worship other things like
clothes or gadgets or money. Even those who love God are often distracted by earthly possessions.

Still, God commands us to not make any false idols. These can take the form of a Golden Calf as it did
for the Israelites or it could be a number on your paycheck. It could be those clothes displayed in the shop win-
dow which are far more fashionable than the clothes you bought last week. It could be that brand new cell
phone which you absolutely need because it responds when you talk to it.

Don’t misunderstand me, these things are not evil, they are merely things. Things are nice but we must
not let them distract us from our true purpose: to be children of God and to love others as God loves us.
Remember, God will provide what is needed, everything else is a ‘nice to have’ not a ‘need to have.’



Faith Notes

2/01 Karen Ishimaru
2/02 Ardis Goulart
Lynda Nielsen
Dan Fay
2/03 Chirs Dederer
Jason Murray
2/05 Susie Howard
Blythe Mercer
Kendall Johnston
Hannah Halstead
2/07 Cathy Anderson
Ryan Scott
Megan Patterson
2/08 Janice Murray
Susan Gewin
Leslie Mincey
2/09 Jeston Phillips
Kathleen Mills
Rosemary Sluder
James Spung
2/10 Morgan Theis
2/12 Jeff Coffey
2/13 Myra Burge
2/14 Casper Jones

2/04

2/08

2/16
2/22

Ben & Jenn Johnson
Susan Xiaohong & Wayne Chen
Marc & Angela Gamba

2/14 John & Linda Hierholzer

Ron & Sue Kaetzel
Bob & Jean Graff
Ron & Chris Tressler

2/15
2/16
2/17

2/18

2/19
2/20

2/21
2/21
2/22
2/23
2/24

2/25
2/27

2/28

February 2012

Laurie Halstead
Elise Barnes
Connor Schattenkerk
Kelly Heeringa
Dennis Meinhardt
Tom Mercer
Kendra Young
Tyler Fitzpatrick
Cheryl Dietzel
Lee McCollough
Marjorie McClurg
Garrett Johnson
Nicholas Fay

Cira DelaCruz
Jackie Dulken
Sue Kaetzel
Walter Stanley
Michelle Harkins
Parker Dillon
Phyllis Piert

Mike McCuen
Todd Anderson
Becky Ittig

oy Annverdaiy
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Faith Staff

February 2012

Pastor

Music

Pianist

Dir. Youth Ministry
Events

Children’s Ministry
Bookkeeper
Preschool Director

Preschool Treasurer

Office Administrator

Faith Notes Editor

John A. Brewer
Jeff Hill

Emily Cowgill
Nate Goldbloom
Lisa Peters

Laura Scott

Laura Meinhardt
Kathryn Aitcheson
Tara Johnson

Pam Zajac

Janice Murray

pastor@faithunited.org
music@faithunited.org
emilycowgill@hotmail.com
Ngoldbloom@faithunited.org
lisa@faithunited.org
laura@faithunited.org
Meinhardt@frontier.com
kathryn@faithunited.org
tara@faithunited.org
pam@faithunited.org

news@faithunited.org

Sunday’s At Faith UMC

9:00am
Worship Service
Children’s Youth & Adult Sunday School
Child-Care Provided
10:00am
Fellowship in Lobby
Children’s Choir Practice
10:30am
Worship Service
Children’s Sunday School
Child-Care Provided
Youth Group in the afternoons
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